The Gastric Juice, which has been made so frequently the subject of inquiry, and with such discordant results, has been examined anew both by Leuret and Lassaigne, and by Tiedemann and Gmelin ; and our information as to its properties and agency in digestion has in consequence been rendered much more precise. Under this head the most extensive and valuable researches unquestionably appear to be those of Tiedemann and Gmelin.
MM. Leuret and Lassaigne allege they have invariably found the gastric juice to be acid; they state its component parts to be water, hydrochlorate of ammonia, chloride of sodium, mucus, an animal principle soluble in water, phosphate of lime, lactic acid ; and they impugn the accuracy of the experiments of Dr Prout, who, it is well known, was lately led to infer that the free acid evolved during digestion is the* hydrochloric.
The Heidelberg physiologists, on the contrary, inform us, that if the contents of the stomach be examined after a long fast, and without any stimulus being applied to its villous membrane, the fluid found in it is a clear, ropy, faintly-opaque liquid, which is almost or entirely destitute of acidity. But 
